OBSERVATIONS 



ON THE 

Present ST AT E, 

or TH & LATE 

Dr. W A R D's MEDICINES. 

To which is added an Account (from Experience) of their 
real V i ii x u e s and Efficacy. 

Addreffed to tlis Public, by J. W H I T E , Chymifl. 

THE fiirpiifing efficacy of the late Dr. Ward's medicines, by him 
adininilter'd, when other means for the cure of diieafes had been 
tried in vain, is I believe, very generally known. His book of 
receipts for preparing and compounding the above medicines, he bequeath- 
ed at his death to John Page, Efq; of Watergate -Ho ufe, an intimate 
friend of the Doilor's, a man of very ample fortune, and a gentleman of 
the molt approved generolity and goodnefs of heart. This gentleman im- 
mediately .ifter Mr. Ward's deceafe (having in view the common good of 
mankind) confidered of the belt method by which thefe medicines might 
in future be genuinely prepared and come at by the loweft of his Majefty's 
fubjefts. But although he was poflelTcd of the receipts themfelves, yet 
he acknowledges in a pamphlet to the public, that without the affiftance 
«f certain ingenious chyrniits who had prepared th§ medicines for Mr. Ward, 
his intentions woald have been fruftrated ; many inaccuracies appearing 
in the tranfcriptof thofe receipts, and many things requiring that explana- 
tion which could only be given by thofe accullomed to prepare them. 

In the latter end ©f the year 176%, his Majelty, upon the Application 
of Mr. Page, was graciouily pleafedto grant unto John White (then of 
thepariili of St. Mary-Ie-Bone) cliymift, apenilon of 300I. per amum, 
during his natural life, to the end, he might not fuffer by the publication 
of the l.^te Dr. Ward's principle medicinal fecrets, and alfo to encourage 
.him to give his affiftance towards caufing thefaid medicines to be prepared 
;in the molt genuine manner, anddlfpenled to thep iblic at very moderate 
prices. Receipts for preparing and compounding fome of the above me- 
<licines were accordingly publiilied, attefted by my father the aforefaij 
John White, Mr. D' Ofterman, (another perfon to whom his Majcfty 
•was gracioufly pleafed to- grant zoo I. per annum on the fame account) 
■and the price of the medicines reduced fo low, as to amaze many per~ 
fons who had been accuftomed to take them in Mr. Ward's life-time, 
and alraoft to make them difcredit the identity of them : and no wonder, 
when the White Drop which Mr. Ward fold for a Guinea (and which 
medicine my father difcovered and alone conftantly prepared foi" him) was 
.reduced to the Price of One Shilling. 

The confequence of publifhing thofe receipts was, that numbers of 
perfons immediately fct to work to prepare the medicines 5 but witheut 
iuccefs : for although they followed the procefs fet down, as exafilly as 
po.Tible, yet being unufed to my father's method of working, and unac- 
quainted with his particular fyftems, they found themfelves baffled in the 
operative parts, efpecially in preparing the White Drop, which though fome 
had proceeded with fo far, as to be in outward appearance perfefted, and 
that it would whiten water, yet it was found to be ijiefficaciouS, and 
( upon e;(amination) very iinperfe^lly fjreparsd* 5/1 D ^'>^ 



In regard to another of the medicines, called Ejfence for the Uead-Ac'th 
I am fatisfied Mr. D'Ofterman muft have miitook when he gave the re- 
ceipt for preparing it ; as I myfelf have had it applied to my head by 
Mr. Ward, and have frequently feen it at his houl'e, of a rich golden 
colour j whereas that prepared by Mr. D'Ofterman was clear and colour- 
lefs as water ; nor had it the propofed effefl : it might be efficacious in 
taking down fwellings, for which purpofe I believe Mr. Ward made ufe 

of it, or fomething Tike it As this preparation then, did not anfwer 

the expectation (being looked upon as little better than a commixture ot 
fpirits of wine and camphor) my father afterwards prepared the Effence for 
the Head-ach; and though I do not abfolntely pronwunce it to be Mr. 
Ward's Effence, yet it is'"a raoft noble remedy not only for the head-ach, 
and other pains, but in many other cafes I have (by experience) found \t 
infallible.— — This receipt then remains in my hands ©nlyj nor will I 
communicate it unl.efs to my ovi^n family. 

Another medicine, the receipt for preparing which was given by Mr. 
D'Ofterman, as Mr. V/ard's Liquid S'vjeat, he muft have been likewife 
much miftaken In, at leaft with regard to the dofe ; for I appeal to any gen- 
tleman of the faculty, or any other perfon who has ftudied the medicmal 
art, whether thirty or even fixty drops of fuch a compofition, can be fup- 
pofed to raife a fweat : no wonder then, that this medicine came into dif- 
repute, by its not performing the expefted operation ; and indeed how 
fhould it (if even given to the quantity of a drachra) being only an in- 
fufion of faffron, opium in bits, fait of tartar and cinnamon in fpiritsol 
wine and white wine, jumbled together three or four times a day in a 
bottle and then filtered.— —The preparation of this medicine was like- 
wife given up to my father, and by him greatly improved, as well by the 
addition of an ingredient, as in the procefs ; fiiace which its efficacy has 
been happily proved both by my father and myfelf, as I have never found 
any fever which did not (by a proper adminiftration of it) fubmit to its 
force, and I have lately had three very fevere ones to encounter with, two 
of the putrid, and one of the bilious kind. 

As to the other medicines publiflied in Mr. Page's pamphlet, I fliall i. 
nothing more than, that I hope thofe who may think proper to prepar 
them from the receipts given, will beftow ail neceffary pams and labour iHi 
the thorough purifying the ingredients therein ufed, and in the levigation; 
of the glafs of antimony for preparing the red pill j the neceffity for which/ 
is too obvious to need my obfervations upon. _ 'i 

Having thus far fliewn the neceiTity for a perfon being more fully in-; 
ftrufted in the procefs of making the White Drop (the principal medicme): 
than they can be from the receipt given, and the erroneous rcseipts andi 
procefs for preparing two others, I leave it to the public to determine with, 
themfelves, what confidence they ouoht to repofe in medicines prepared 
from fuch receipts, without the leaft further inftruaion from the perlon, 
who ufed to prepare them : nor is there any one^ except myfelf, properly 
inftrufted bv my late father in the preparation of thefe medicines 5 y*/ 
thofe now foW (as the late Dr. Ward's) under the dircaion of Sir John 
Fielding and Mr. Dingley, are not prepared by me ; and fo little mo- 
defty or confcience have thofe gentlemen, that they have rspeatedly fifice 
the death of my father, and Mr. D'Ofterman, fuffered their »ames to ap- 
pear to an advertifement in the public papers, fetting forth, that the l^"^^ 
Dr. Ward's Medicines are to be had at Mr. Parker's, book and prn^t- 
feller in Cornhill, and at Mr. Marftie's, bookfeller atCharmg Crofs, anl* 
no where elfe in London, prepared by thofe people who prepared them '"J 
Mr. Ward's life-time, and to whom hisMajefty, for the public good, nO_«^- 
allows penfions on account of faid medicines, which they know to P 
abfolutely falfe. . . u 

Another advertlfer of Dr. Ward's Medicines, I think I need fay litt',. 
nbout.—— He continues to prepare thein, at the requeft of the P^^^'^.g 
lootman (VTr. Moreton), who he tells the public is dead, and that he 
psecutor to him, and for whom he had the Direaion «f the "*«'^'lj'"^^f^Xe 
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hnce Mr. Ward's death. — " — 'Tis ftrange, that fo mied a Chymiji flionld 
be obliged to lug the Doftor's dead lervant in by the head and flioulders, 
to inform the public afterwards that he prepared the medicines in Mr. 
"Ward's life-time — — But what medicines does he mean ? '1 he Wkite 
Drop he /hewed me on his counter he owned was of m}' father's prepar- 
ing. — Others may very probably be the remainder ot the ftock left at Mr. 
Ward's deceafe (for the Doitor was pretty well ftock'd, I believe, at the time 
of bis death, with fuch medicines as would keep) ; and I have die greateft 
veafon to believe this is the cafe, as our advertiier acknowledged to me, 
that he has no receipt for preparing a fupply of that medicine, which is 
called in his bill of particulars, the Fe-uer Remedy, when his prefent llock, 

lhall be exhaulled. Beiides this curious advertifement, the following; 

words are painted on his window-fliutters : By order of the executors, all 

the late Dr. Ward''s j/iedkines fold here. .Does he mean the executors of 

the late Jofhua Ward, Efq; of Whitehall ? or does he mean, by order of 
himfelf and the other exec\itor to the Doftor's footman ? If he means by 
order of the late Dr. Ward's executors, and thofe gentlemen have really 
given \\\m fuch orders, 1 muil beg leave to remind them of their having 
given two hundred pounds to my father, on confideration of his not pub- 
ilfliing and felling their late imcle's medicines (and particularly the White 
Drop) for the firlt fix months after Mr. Ward's deceafe. 

I fhall now proceed to give an account (fiom experience) of the virtues 
and efficacy of thofe medicines, commonly called Dr. Ward's, as prepared 
by my father and rayfelf. 

WHITE DROP. {One Shilling per Fhial.-] 

Thefe innocent, yet moft efficacious Drops, are well known to be one 
of the greateft antifocrbutics and beft purific-r of the blood, m practice. — 
They do great fervice in the Leprofy and King's Evil; and will bring 
away worms from children ; are ul'ed with iuccels in the St. Anthony's 
Fire; and other inflammatory diforders ; are a great antivenereal ; and are 
excellent in removing obftru6lions, and promoting regularity in the fe- 
male fex. 

Outwardly applied (but not wantonly) they cure pimples and other errup- 
tions, either by fometimes v/etting the cork with the Drops, and touching 
the part affefted thei'cwitli ; or putting a few drojis in a f'lafs of water, and 
•dipping in it a piece of linen rag, with which the afFeded part rauil be 
dahb'd. " ^ 

The method of inward application. — — Put two drops into a gill glafs 
and fill it about two-thirds with pump or fpring-v/ater, drink it going to 
bed: do this three nights fucceflively, and then omi.t diree nights ; con- 
tinuing this method till the bottle is finilned, or as long as the cafe may 
require. 

ESSENCE for the H e a d- A c H, &c. [One Shilling per Phial.'} 
It gives almoft immediate eafe in pains of the Head, or any pnrt of the 
Limbs, by pouring a little of it into the.paim of die hnnd, aivJ holding it 
very dofe on the part affected till it is dry ; repeat it if the pain is not re- 
lieved by the firft application. With this Effence I have cured feveral very 
bad Sore Throats, by applying a piece of rag dipt in it to ths throat at 
night going to bed, and have found the complaint entirely removed, by 
Its being left on till next morning.— My wife, (juft before I left Hain- 
Comraonj had a violent Sore Throat, inlbmuch that fhe could not fwalJow, 
or even turn her head without very great pain, but by a plentiful applica- 
tion of this Effence, a gi-eat difcliarge was occafioned from her throat, and 
the complaint happily removed in three days time. Several other inifances 
of this kind I could mention. — Properly applied in Tumours, I have 
never known it fail, and coiud give many inftances of it's furpriiing efte6^:s. 
LI Q^U ID SWEAT. [One ShilUng.-] 2 
This is an excellent remedy againft Fevers, Vomitings, Gripes, Com- 
plaints of the Head, Difficulty of Breathing, Hoarfenels and Wcakneffes! 
peculiar to the fair fex. — It will do great fervice in the Gout and Rheuma- 
?^'fm J and is a great ftrepgthener and rtftorative, — It is very mild in its 

operation. 



operation, artd i'eldom, t'.W towards the morninn', caiifes a f^entle peiTpU 
ration, which mult then be encouraged, and care taken not to catcli coidw 
The dolii is from one- third to half, or a w'l^le hotile in A glafs of aid 
or white wine, going to bsd. — The patient may drink afttr it a draught 
of warm whice wine- whey, if hs thinks proper ; but it is not abfolutely 
necefiary. 

RED PILLS. [Six in a Box, Six Fence.] 
They arc excellent for Boils and ulcerous Sor.js ; are very efficacious in 
rheumatic and other pains in the limbs j are beneficial to children and 
younj^ people ; being taken in the Spring and Fall, they keep them free 
from Worms, Coughs,' Eruptions, and other Diforders, which children 
are ufually fubjea to, by carrying off all internal foulneffes, and preferv- 
ing them healthy J and are found to be a powerful remedy (if continued 
to be taken every ftccnd or tiiird day for feme time) in moll iiubborn 
Chionic Cafes. 

Bruiie the Pill and take it in a fpoonful of fmall liquid on an empty 
ftomach, and when it begins to operate, take about a quarter of a pint of 
thin water-gruel, or warm water between each motion. It works fome- 
times upwards, /.bmetimcs downwards (according to the nature and feat 
of the diforder), and frequently by Iweat, which'^mull: be encouraged by 
keepiog yourfeif warm, and drinking as above. — Milk, greens, and fruit 
mull be avoided on the days you taice it. 

I have known this Pill in ibme conliitntions (as is the cafe with me) to- 
have no vihble operation, yet to have done great fervice as a powerfui 
alterative. 

S A C K D R O P. [Six P^:ce.-i 

This Is much of the fame nature with the Pill, thouch it raoftly works 
upwards only, and is found to cleanfe the ftomach more efteftually than 
the vomits ufually given ; nor does it occafion uncommon reachings.— It 
is of great fervice (as well as the Pill) in complaints of the head and eyes, 
occalloned (as they fometimes are) by a foul liomach. The bottle is a full 
dofe for a grown perfon, a.-id is to be treated during the time of its ope., 
rating, in the fame manner as the Pill.< — 

SWEATING POWDER. lSix-Pef2cc.'\ 

Thefe Powders are molt excellent in the Gout, Rheumatifms, Pains in 
the body and limbs, and alio in Coughs and other Diforders proceeding' 
from Colds. — ^ " 

The Powder is to be taken in a glafs of beer, white wine, or other Li- 
quid : Let the patient lie between blankets, and encourage the fweat by 
lying ftill, keepng warm, and drinking now-and-then moderately of 
white v/ine-whey, or any other weakwarra liquor : but drink nothing for 
the firft half hour after taking the Powder. 

N. B, In ftubborn cafes the Red PiJl taken between the days of taking the 
Powders, greatly facilitate, and fcarce ever fail of pcrfefting a cure.— — , 
Thole who are not ufed to, or cannot very well bear opiates, may begin 
•with half a Powder, and encreafe gradually to the whole dofe, as they 
find them agree with their conlfitution. 

The above Medicines are to be had, fealed with the Author's Crcft, at his 
Houfe, No. 12, m Strutten Grmnds, Wejlminjicr; and are fold alfo, b'y his ap- 
pointment, at Mr. Crowd:r's, BookfcUer, in Patcr-nejler-Row ; where ^Country 
Bookfcllcrs and others may be fupplied wholefalc, with a large allowance : And 
likewife fold retail, at Mr. Southern's, Bookfeller and Stationer, ia St. James's- 
Street; at Mr. Eaton's, Spatterdafh-maker to his Majefty, in Chancer)-Lane ; at 
Mr, Taywr's Operator for the Teeth, in Dcvon/hirejlreet, near Bijliopjgate Churchy 
and no where el 'e in London. 

Any perfon defirous of coafulting Mr. White will be duly anfwered, by di» 
rafting to him (poft-paid) as above. 



■\* Be careful to alk for thofe medicines, prepared by the fottQf the I 
Wliitc; and obferve tha,t his Creft be oa the fcal. 



